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And the Pharisees an,jl. scribes murmure,l. saying, !?hlt orf
i

recelveth sinners and. eeteth rlLth them.' Luke XV - 2. 
i

I

This text eontains one of the most glorious tn:ths .o*-l
I

tained anywhere in God.rs;ord; oRe of the most ireport.ant thJ
i

sver fell upon the ear of manlel.nd,r of can be taken into the 
I

I

heart as a comfort. 
I

i

ehrist hail assoeiate,i. uith pr&ltcan an,* sinner. Thi.s 
I

I

f,l,spleased. the scribes and PharLsees ve47 nnrch, rho thoqgi:t i

I

they nere better than ar{fone €lse anC d,espise,sl evelyone el-sei,

I

They uttered the uords of this text rith the idea of *et
I

gred.ing 0hrllt and, malctng others thinlc ill of Him, as a laref
I

nuniber of people had gathered. abortt Hfun. But rhat they 
I

I

thought to be Hts .$hame ras Hir gLozT: for these very word.s 
I

I

uttered, by Pharisees in d.erision are the most gLoritlu5 vvordsl

I

re heve to think of; thcy mean r,rore to us then'any other 
I

I

Ipnom[se.
I

'TlLs man recelveth e{nnelf{i.r Ohl how much they meaql

I

to ein-slck $ouIs traveling tn darkness. fhey are &s a 
I

bright ltght rhLch ls to leacl, the*r or"rt of d.arkness; they are

the mck o!1 eafeiyi a sh€tter in the tirne of storrn; thnowing

light and, hope upon what seemed, a ll"fe of 91.oo6 anC,*esf,aLr.

s,,i
ii*
ifrt



i3!

(5)

that, we are, mi.ght find favor rtth the Father anC eterr:aJ"

life wit,h Hir.n.

r,Ye are saverl by Christ: lt is through Hirn that we have

access to Heaven. fhene is no other name uncLer He&ve-ri given

among men whereby we must be saved,. Idow caa we reject

Hlra when he says, 'Him that eometh unto me,I ri1} in no wise

cast otit.r t?ake mX }roke upon yotr and. Learn of ne, 11or I

meek and lowlg in heart, anC ye shaLL find rest unto you.r

sguf.s.' ?he burden is already carrle* for us, our load. of

sin is taken aiay. H€ carried, lt al1. for usr an,* hlotted out

our tran$gr€ssionr with His own prectous 'l:l.ooi[.

He has tssuefl His LnvLtati.on for a1.1 slnners to cone

unto Hi$, so He is perfeetly willing to receive them, Ile is

morc vllling to receLve and. save us, than we are to'be save$

We are inflifferent and, care ltttla rhether re find peace wit

God or not. \ffe live f rom day to rlay glving no thought cf

rhat is to eoan; getting aII the pleasure out of this l"ife

that i.t is possible to, never gi.rring a thought of the greet

Eternity to corne/ which rith each succeed,ing day d,raws n-earer

eld. yet" nearer. Oh! phat terrible messafes l"t has for sotYle

of us. Do re not treynble ar the very thought of rneeting

the Father as we are? Yet, why ls it ve d.o not seek the

narrov way that Lead.s to eternal gl"or-v with Christ Jesus our
a

tord? DeJ.ays are clangerous, many is the ote who has lcst
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?he praises of our Churches throtrghout the worlrt :*ng

and, will continue to rt.ng because we reJolce Ln a hope that

li..res forever, and that means Etemal Ll.fe to us rnad,e ne.nl"-

fest in ttrese rozrLs, 'thl,s man receivcs slnners.r

Ilet us look f6r a fer moment:s to thts gerson trhc re-

eeives slnners. By rhat names do re knov Hitn?

He is sonretirnes cal1ed. the Son of [0an; the Son of Sod; the

only beEotten Son of Go4; Ohrist Jesus; He is represente,:1, as

a Savioupra nansonur, a Delivelterr fhese are a1.1 beauti

naresr &hd, they convey a rorlrl of meaning Ln thernselves.

tsut such lreprosentations lmp].y

That he ras D4vine. No hunralr bei.ng cart save a sroul,

that i.s lmpossible. We can bo of great help and tnfluence

to someone rho is seeltLng the narnow ya;r , but we cannot save

him. ft m*st be acconnplished. by a ht.gher poterr We may be

the instnrments used, Ln savlng souls, but that does not irry:

thet it is our lrover thst s&ve$ them.

Manrs lnflueace in thLs cgso matr be corilpare'il to &ny
.:;

plece of machLnery whlch carr perform its work onl"y when the

is a htgher po?er in back of tt. Io itself there l"s no

Bouer! So\to seve a souli Lt requires Infinite powsr, puri

and love. All those qud.ities wene possesserl hy Christ.

rrao fnfintte in polver (John I -41 'In Hi.m was Iife, and th€

J"

Life was the Light of men,.



(3)
l' Christ possessed the rrover of God,, lle was 4he Light of

the wo rld.. .&11 who believe on Hl,m shall not ab id,e in c,le,rk-

ne$s, for rJren we belLeve tn Hlm and aecept Hi.m as our

Saviour; we become a part of H\and. in Htm there Xs no da

n€ss. HG ras pure and, spotless from the hand of the Father,

ftrll of Love and, tend,€r compassion for Hts peopl*.

His Divinity w&s provcd, by his mlracles and by his

Resurreetlon. It seoms i.rnpossLble that anyone could have

douUted his Di"vinity after He had. perfortned' so rTnny miracles

And. no doubt the peoplo did, recognize His Divinity althougfr

re t\rsing to acknowledgie it. Eut after His: Besurreetion

from the d.ead. and ascension tg Glor":f , everything vras prove,i

beyogd. a.:loubt that He cat{e fronr (iod, fros$essed with Dtvj"ne

trobre r o

He became nmn that he might suffer the ternptatic!:s

of man, that He mLght be bnrl.sed and. beaten, anol at last

even glve Hl,! Ii,fe as a substLtute for gutlty man. His

sacrifioe ilas a vioariotts one. SureLy He hath ?:orn otrr

grtefs and, earr"Led. our Eorrows; fet we fid, esteem Hlrrr st,rick

ohr sltttea of God, and afflicted,. (Isa. IJIII - 4-5) He wag

uoundetl for ou,r transgressions, hG was bnrisetl for our

lniq';it1esr the chastLsement of our rrea,ce was upon [Iim, a,n'l

w.ith His stripes we are hoaled., In these words we fin.1
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C&rlst descrlbe.:li He suffered. in our steatl that we might(4]

be free from all condemnatlon. And. in order to eancel eiur'

d.ebt of sin it ras necessary for Him to become hurnan; for

to live s'rrong the people whgrttJHe was to redeem. 'He eanp

to HLs orrn, and His osR recei'ved Him not.' Because He carre

in guch a lorLy nE,nner. If IIe had d.escend,ed from Heaven ri

great shor a.nid oonyulstons of na,tu!.ey6haking the earth from

north to {rortth; if He had como wtth legions of angeJ-s beh:ind

Hirn to execute his ord,ers by force an{ conrpel peopLe to be*

Lieve His d.octrine; and tf they dld. notrinrne*iateL1' a.unihi-

Iate them, then perhaps l{e roukl have been looked, uFron as

coming frorn God. But that was not the rtl.&n. HQ ccuL.{ not

in that way be a substi.tute for guilty man.. I{€ must become

&s man tn evelg respeat; he nnrst he t,orn of ronHn, pass

through chtld,hood rith el} its ad,varicements and, peculiariti

anf, by degrees hecome prepared, to take up His great work of

nedetnption anong His fellowmen. It was a human soul tha.t

incurrcd. the d,ispleasure of Goil, and a hr,trnan 35ru1.1rwas needed.

to cancel the f,ebt. Ohaeict rdght, hata sufferetl erlual

agontes as s spirLt for us, but then He rou1d. not have Left

to us a type of perfeot ?rumen ltfs rhich re nor har-e.

He left us an examplo of perfeet submi.ssion to the

Fatrrey's will,of purtty, klndness, of a forgtving spirlt. He
J

suffe&d, bleit and. di,ed. on CaIvarT,that wermtserable sinners
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his mark in life by naiting too long. Many men have Lost

thelr lives by trytng to board, a train whi.le it was ln nnti

baca.rse of a few rnornents Cel.ay. pe not ].et us hear t]:e

rordsr 'Almost, but 1ost. n fhey sound. like an aw{t1 verdil.

upon our e1?S. Do not try to gaf.n so rrr;ch in this worl"d th

by & fe$t monents d.elay you lose your ofi?l scttl.

Hou much better it is to have nothinii: in this wor)-{"a:r

a hope i.n Chtist , than to ga,in milLisns here an* lose eter-

nal happiness. Come to Him Just as you are. He l.s tne

good. S*narLtan, and, wiLl blnd, up four wound,s; he wili heal

lrour bruised. soul with the balm of His own tro,ly, He wll-L

spreaC. Sunshi,ne and happiness into your heart, and Sive you

nep existence; He fllLl change your heart by cgsttng'out the

d.evi} who has reigned there so long, and will put in hrs

plaee a part of His ovn self; He ri}} give ltvlng lr4ter tc

yeur thirsty soul, and. in times of gloor:r anC {lsappointrnent,

to which tve are aLl ptone, he wil.l be yotrr constant guide,

and. in l{lrn alone oan you finit the connfort need.ed at suct:

times; He ril-l- sr-rstain you thrrough }lfets d.arkest houl if y

riLl but let the good Samaritarr coYne ini He is the great

Physician of souls and will heal &}]" cliseases. ![o6e t$o

eonrplLcoted., none too longstandtng, Jesus saith untO them'

nThey that are whoLe have no need of the physicia.n, hut they
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thAt are sick.* I came not to call the righteous, but sinne

to repentanee. (Mark rI -1?) Sinners Christ reoeives

uhose r{tl.sea.ses are sln, and. his red.eerting bl.ootit ts a, remedy

that catl never fall. Many have been curetl hy Hirn, and' thei

testLmonlals,hsve resounfled. doun through the ag'ee. W€ do

not have to take stmp}y word.s as a proof of Chri.st rs sklll,

as ile do many hunan physiciens; but we have living testir:on*

ials before us everlf dayrwho have consulte,l this greaf

Physicl.an and found leLLef . Qome and' be cured' of your 3-o

of sLn. His service is a free gr.ft an:[ it wil-'l- bring sun*

shine in upon your soul, and. $trength to your clroolitng heart

He is the eompassionate Shepherd' ready to recei've the

wanttering sheep lnto the foltl. tReioice with me, for I

have found ny sheep which was lost.' I sa,y unta Yorr that

lilrewise joy shall be in heaven $ver one sinner that repent*

eth.

There is rejoicing in heaven over one soul that is

fountL anrl trrought back to the fold, frorn whtch Lt ha.s stfaye

How often re step just outsi,:Le of the foLd, not intei',.*.1nd tc

go far aw*y, but we see somethLng whi"c[ attraots our atten*

tion anf, go to look at, it and. gettlng farther an"L fartl:er

from the fold. re Lose our ray and. are .Lost. But the gr;od'

Shephertl, is everT where seeklng the }ost sheeprthose who

have strayed, aray fronn the fo1d, ffid are lreLng carrietl
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farther aray by the sln anc temptation of thi.sporld,. He

does not leave us olone to finrt our way back to the f6rd,or
to perish l.n the storta, but He eomes after us anf, taking us

tn His arms earries us safely baok to the fo1d,. l[ntl then,

there is joy in Heaven aryrong the angelr;. I['e are not ret't

alone in thLs rorld,, ev6n the.angels in He*ven remeniber ".).sr

and reJoice when we fin,i the ray into the arch of safety.

ohl ta*e courage you who have lorrg been following the

paths of satan; fhere is help sti3.l, be not d.iscourage,t.

christ comes sut to meet xorr do not hi*e frora Him, tie is a

lovf,ng SheDherd, and rlLI earrlf you tend.erly home. He

ratts to save you norr ,h,x longer delay? 0o and, rneet the

good, shepherd who walts to gather you into hj":: foltl, wi:ere

there is protestion fmrn the d,arts of Satan an,L the stonls

of ufe. ohl how many soul-s there are to*d,ay tossing abo.trt

on the h:[ge bi.r].ors of sin, and shourd their fraLl ]:arks ]:reak

a1L would. be lost. There is a harbor Ln the d.istance, the

light,s sf safety can be $Gon; but we have not strength to

rneach lt: but there is help n*&rr ghnlst wiLl- ea-lm the

troubLed, sea and. anchor you sa'GLr Ln the harhor of tj:e bLest

fntst HLm for He Ls able to keep that rhich we have conrn:itted.

o Him against that day.

The pelssnswhom Christ recelves. islnners ,.
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ll *his is the eharacter of aLl men; thts is the titLe 'de
ti

ll

ll 
n*" recetverl by i.nherLtance frorr our first Fen€rrtsr rt was

ll *"furred. upon ?har in the Garden of ECen and. has heen
tl

ll rr*.r*a r!.own from gleneration to generattort inereasing inil-
li **ing and becoming mone ard. rpne the proper t.enn by which
it

ii 
ao d.esignate humanity. For hurnanity hasrlike a ?nrge srrp,s-

it
11

ii ball rcIling f,own h111, add.ed, more and, more to its load. s:f sir
fi

ll 
wftfr each succeed.ing generation.

il

il They vrere sai,r to be lost, rea<Ly to perish, g;r.riLt[, coh*
ti

ll aemneA and. helpless; they had bruken the lars of God. an,i
it

ll a**r, stared, them in the face, it treing rhe psnaltr of ti:,oi.r
it

I n"rrn": they stood. in their eond,etnnation, helpl.es* to rla arr-
lt

ll tr,t"g to better their condition, readf, to peri:rh an,8 ?:e rost
ti

ll rot*"". Irrrs was the state of hurnanity when chrlst caryre
II

llinto this worlrl. OnJ"y Divlne power qnrLcl saye them, couJ-tl
il

lltn"y have been recovered, by any other meayls, H€ woul,t not
ti

ilhave come. ff they had needed, instnrction ontyrthe prophets
il

ilmtefrt have zufficed., but He carne to d.o that which plropliet s
it

licoufd not fu - to flestrb}' the rorks of the Devi1, anrt tc
il

llaefiver his peop!.e from rrreth to qome. 0hrict receives.
il

ItL Convinced sinners. ?hose rho feeL conrrince,c. intr
il

litneir own hearts that it is their true serryice to present
il

lltirufr bod.ies J.iving sacrifices to Gor:[. Those who feet their
ti

il

ii
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caI)guilt and. cond.emnatton, and. realtze t,het in Christ altlne

they f,tnf, deliverance ft.gm thelr sLn and. unzd.ghteousness.

How many there arts to-daf,who are sten'fing in Just this

conflJtLon. In a cond.ition that they feel os though they

oqght to give:therneeLves to Christ; but for soutc r^e&scn that

they eannot explain, ds not yielil up aLl they have to him.

Whf ls lt? Sinrply thlst The d.evil has not entirely been

exteftd.nated, frorn their he,arts. they are stan.*lng on

neutral grcund, which is a d,anger"ous place to bB, they are

trying to serve two masters, rhlch we know, is an LrtrpossibLe

thing to d.o, they cannot sorve them equaI1y. gne is sltre to

recelve a lltt1e illorrB attention, a Ilttle 'l:etter servlce t

the other. In life ne nust sticlt to one thtng i.f we would

make a $ucces$ of any. ff we roul,rit. s6nre God, we must give

Him all of our serviCIe, all of our love and, devotion. WG

mrst surren{er everT thl"ng to Him, an4 keep nothing in re-

scr'lrc fsr the deviL. fhc natrrral propensity of man is to-

rartil, the devil. So, if we let him have even a portion of

our $ervLce, h6 v1,11 gradtrally und,erroi.ne our good. impu1ses,

those, that Lean toward. Chr{.st and that whi.ch is good,; until

ho finaLl.y rins our rholB sctrrice.

Now if Xou are convincecL that ChrLst is yortr only hel1r,

Jrour Enlir lleliveref, why do you hesitate to,,Iet Him come in

and. nrLe within your heart? If you are conv:lR'ce<l thet He
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Il,s your only $avl,our, gurcly He haF come-lnto ,your heart, an+.,I
Ilt ls dange"u*, io leave hirn standlng at your d,oor knocking. 
I

ILet Hlm conre Ln alrd, drelL with you and, you 1113. fintl in Hirn I

I

I

Ia Loving companion, 
I

I

*L Christ receives penitentt*I gLnners (Aets II-g? ) 
I
I

I

Ohl for a penltent souL, one who is sorrlp t'or tlre fra:st, 
iI

end, co$ps baek and, plead,s rith the Father for forgiveness. 
I

Iil
Those llkehtra Pr.odi.gal rho have tasteC. of the bitter cup of I

_e,__1_l

_tsln to the vety d.regs; those rho have enjoyed. the pleesure 
I

iof sln for a season: but rfliat a terr{bre re*action they rrave i

Ire:qlert encod.. the d,ovil rgr lead, us in a great mary seenrtngry,l
I

pleasant places, but they are faIse. For were there outsid,e j

,l
cloChs to be removed,, ve roulrl see in them the yerT depths 

I

I

of heIl. Hov rnanf gltttertng beartlf,rl thf.ngs re see, yet 
I

I

rlth:.n rhose ralLs are crtnre and d,eath. The d,evl.I 1ea.Ls us I

Ifor a rht1e, but his lead.ership is poor, and soon we waste i

I
Iour strbstance rith rtotous ltvtng and begtn to want. 'Who 
I

Ican& help us then? Doos the devil give us &lltr cornfort? Eo.l

I

And. those rho rrere our frlend,^s in prosperity tum their backsi
I

ui,on us nov, and. ret\rse to help us or shelter us frcrn the 
I

I

ato vms . 
i

, ' 
'l

Yhat can ve rl,o? There Ls one thing to 6o" The words 
I

I

of the prodJ.gal teIl us what that ig. ,r uLrl arise and go 
I

Ito nry father, and, rt}l cay unto htm, Father, f have sinne,j, 
1

I

I



against Hcaven and. bcfore thcc, and am no Eprie wo rthy to

ealled. thy son: makc I?E one of thy hire.t, senrants.r

ThLs is an exanple of rhat to flo. Go to the Father

rLth a Fenitent heart, and,'He rill reoeive Xou and, re;oice

becarse of your rstum.
rUhen the father sar hLm, he ra.n and felL on his

Irl,ssef, hiJn. ' An'd, they all began to be merryr . , fhe

vaits to-d,ay for the penl.tent sinner and receLves hlm

solf rlth out-stretched armg.

A penLtent slnner like the prr}lLcan vho went into tl"re

Terrple to pray. ?hese are his rords ,Gotl he mercLful to rre,

a sLnner.' Instead, of teXling God, the thtngs * rhieh he'

esteerne,l. g:ood, that he did, he realized. that he was a sinner

at the most, end prayed. God. to have compassl.on on himi fri'L

God reoeive hLm? Yes. He rent out of the Temple Justifd.e,l

for he had. humbled. hirnself 'lcefolr God,. And it l"s the pr.orrd

of God,, that 'he that, hwnbLeth hirnself, slralL be exaLte.l.'

Ea,rst hunble ourseLves before Chrlstr How hursle and sms.li

tte consid,er ourselves when l,n the presence of sor?re ltlgh

offieial, or in the prcsence of someone of noble birthr lfe

are glai[ even to be permitted. to look at thein, as they pass

bIr ant are wi.lltng to dlo anythtng to gain thl.s prt'vilege.

Yet the Son of God. to whom we owe alL that we are, we

refr.Be to htuble ourseLves enough to confess hlrn.

ne ek

father

to hi
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Christ reeeives the vilest sinners. None are too

vLle to be saved, for Chrlgt is able to sav6 unto the utter-

most. Many there are who feel that they have le,l[ such

rlcked Ilves, that they have stra;red. so far frcm the right

path and. sinned agalnst God, and, Chr{.at ln such terrib}e

ray$, that thay are beyond, reil.emption, beyon'L al} hope of

reeonc:lliatlon. Brrt not sor there is a vay to eternal life,

open for each one of us. No matter rhat our past life r,rai'

have been, that has been bl-otted. out by the Sne*t sacrifiee.

made for all; and if we show by our future Life that w€ int

to be follorers of Jesus, then we ar€ saved. frum the wratl:

of God, on a rrar with everyone eL.Be.

It i.s a serious question that confronts the ml"nds of

so many slnners. They d.o not understand. that 0hrist *ied

for g!], not an elect few. He clled. for the slave as E'e13 a$

the lting, ?ithout rospect to persons is salvatlon gLl'en.

It is given to the vilest as rell as to the most vifirr-

srs. Even a man rho has spent many years of his life in a

busLness rhtch has helped, to br{.ng }:wnanlty lower into the

depths of sin, he ean be saved. if he wilL seek the narrovr

raF and. lLve henceforth in the fear of Goitr keepLng hts

colrnlan{tnents. That ran who has heen behl.ntt the pr{.son b&rs,

rho has brought a stain upon his character which wil3- stick

to hl.m as long as life J.asts, can be saved.. 'll
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tsven though he may be looke8 upon and pol.nted at with

(teorn, stl,I} ln Jesus he ff,nd,s a frtend.rho wtL1 forgive aIl-

past sins. the one uho he has sinned, against the most is t

f;Lrst one to grant hl.m pard,on, lf he riLl but ask for l.t.

S6 re see, that a1L c#l be s&ved,, everT one from the greate

to the lorest of mankf,nd.. It nott 1i€B enttrely w{th rrs.

The gtft ls free and[ can be had, for the asking.

fhe deeLgn of hts raceLvLng them.

ChrLst's d,esLgn of saving! marr ras glorf.ous, magnLfieent

ln ttself , It vas to save him in tirno and thnough all"

et,ernl,ty, to r:atse hLm frrqnr the mire into rhich he ras s:[nk-

ing deepar and, d.eeper, anfl to plant hl,m t*pon the so3-id, rpck

of aternal ?ropc. It ras to put man in a posi?ion to spen,j.

cternLty Ln foL.lorshLp rith himself .

To partton an.r justitY. 'Gg and sin no nors'. John E-

fdfrot the spirit of perfect f,orgtveness anrbodted in

these worf,s. Hotr many ti.rnes these rord,s brotqht gladness

l.nto the heart of many who csne to Jesus to be heale,L. But

?o have'tha salle nord.s to-d.ay, although not spoken in our

hearS.ng by hls holy lips; yet we have them ln his Hol.y tord.

Christ iltf, not {ie for man to glor{fY hlmself. No. }le

dlid, not thtnk :of hl.nnsclf, but sacrLfica.{ everythine** re*

deem man frrom his fal}en estate, and, to justtfy hixn ln the

slght of God,. He Left henven rl,th all its glor{es, all its
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angplic oompanionehip, anrl, cond,escenf,ed, to eome and. :.weIi

rdth rnan tn ord.er that he nd.ght prrch*se hts perdon, anC.

havlng purchased thls Dardon, h? receives marr ilnto hjrnself

and. pard,ons ati his tran$gres$ions, blots aI.I those black

Ilnes from h{.s gharacterruhlch have been brought ther"e hy

years of, sin and. cri,rne, and, makas *S as rhlte as the

purest sno?, HG gLves us as lt sere a clean whlte pag:e upo]rt

rhich to start agaLn, i.n exchonge for the sotleC and. rrnkept

record, of the frast.

to adopt us into his famtly anA give to us all the

privl"-1-eges of hLs people.

'fo as riany as recelvei!, hi.m, to therg he gave power (or

the prtvtlege) to beoome sons of Qod, even to them that

belLeve on His rlang.r John I 12.

Wtrat woul.rl we think if sone greet king or nrLer shqrI.l

telL ug that by believLng on him, re would trecome ad.opte.C.

lrtto f** famlly and. recei"ve all the privtleges corir;eeted.

rlth his statLon Ln life? We rould esteem it too gor:d

to be tnrer f,o rroul.d, not be alcle to show o-,ir appreciation

enough for his kind. offer. Yet tte do no* esteem the offer o

Chr{.st so hLghly rhen this is just wlrat Chrlst offers to t1s,

It was his design to ryrake man his bnother, an.l to Sive
:

to hirn all the prtvi,leges of Heaven. Is not the desigr:

glorious? Think of being admitted, into the great ci.rcl.e
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nound alsout the ftrrone i,n co$pAnf wLth Jesus. W€ can then

see tfim rho bore our sinsr wo catl then see the natlprlnts in

His hand's. we can see all the Droohtts ana overcomers cf

qges &gor rho d,id. so nruch to ur.,holaitn" banner of Jesus Chri't

&rrlng its dtarkest tlmes; we cgn see Paul, the g}€at Preetche

of Chr{.st, and. John to ilhom those heautiful Beve}atl.dns were

g,{ven. IB it not a glordous prtvilege thich Chr:t'st has

gl,ven us.

An* i.n additl,on to the company of all these Divl.nes, we

heve the prtvllege of bei.ng tn the company of all- the over*

cqaing sel.nts of these latter d,ays. Oh'l Just thlnk of that

glor{.orrs, grcatGst, most subl-irne of a}L reunions, when we

shall have passGd. through that mistf valc tnto the light of

cternal glor? rhich crotr?Is the Hqrre of the blest rwhcn tirae

Sha}l be no.rnore. fhat reuriion whtch will never be bnrken,

beLng bouud. together rith angelic love. No npre tears shed

over trroken vors, ho troro vl.stts to that oemet'Qry,which al--

most broke our heart str{"ngs, no morc pain anC sorrow, no

more batt}e for posit,ion; btrt all bliss and. harvrony;

perfect love and obedl.cnce. 
'

?hLs is the farnllY lnto lhLch re are aetopte'T by Chrtst,

for had. Hc not trLrrch&sect it for us insteed, of enjoy:l"ng a1-11

these gublime pri.vileges, ue rould be in the mid.st of tor-

ment, contentlon, and. strife; thr^ough al.l eternity. Christ rs
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deslgn ras to save man from all thLs, and. to gitre him the

Joys oll heavenly mansisn lnstead.

To take sweX that sttng of ileath *nd power o f the

grave nhiclr so many of us d.read.i teachLng us to l"oolt upon

one *hose earthLl frame Ls lal,d to its eternaL resting plac

a$ beLng bo rn into that famLly beyond. A loss to us, but a

gain to Him. It was Chrtst rho gpve to these word's thcir

great po$er. '0h: Death, rhere is thy stinS! 0h, Gravef

where 1g tlqf victory?, For He stan.ls Just on the other s

of the grave waiting to receive us unto hlrnself.

lfe are certain of such a reeeption. It ras the design

of His l,ncarnation and death, tt uas prove,C, by the gracLous

decLaratlons of His holy wor,l. *For the Son of Man is come

to s&ve that vhich vae 1o,9t.r He came d.orn from Heaven to

$ave u$r He suffered. and. rlied Anc[ rcse A8ain to s&ve us.

not He sits at the right hand of Qod * havf"ng accomlili.sheti.

HtS rrnLssl,on - waitlng to reeeive sinners, to paplon, "iustif

and. adopt them into His frni.ll/. He rraits to*'j.ay wLth oirt

stretched atms, and, having assur&nce that 0httst wil-l- {!a,ve

Lf re rill but belleve, and. lcnortng the rewar'ls and hJ.essin

of thls reception, Ls it not our reasonah]-e serrice to pre-

sent our bod.ies lLvlng saerlrtees unts Him?
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